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GENERAL STATEMENT OF LIVING AND WORKING CONDITIONS IN GREECE

TOUR OF DUTY is 24 months for civilian personnel, subject to extension by the Command. Concurrent travel of dependents is authorized for CONUS hires.  It is DOD policy that employees serve a maximum of five years overseas. If you are currently a permanent Navy employee, you have return rights to your Activity.  If you are promoted while overseas, you may register in the Priority Placement Program at the higher grade than your return rights. 

The NATO Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) between Greece and the United States prohibits the hiring of any person who holds Greek citizenship and is considered a Dual National by the Greek government into any U.S. position, Appropriated Fund or Non-Appropriated Fund.  Ordinarily residents in Greece are also ineligible for employment by U.S. commands and activities in Greece.  

The “Official” passport establishes the employee as a member of the U.S. Forces serving under the NATO SOFA.  This designation entitles the employee to many exemptions to local country taxes, and provides other benefits.  A VISA is not necessary.  Once in country, an application for residency while on official tour is accomplished.

Up to 18,000 lbs. of household goods and one privately owned vehicle may be shipped. Unleaded gas is available both off and on base, so do not remove the catalytic converter from your vehicle.  A small, well-maintained car is ideal for local driving conditions.  Most roads are narrow and best suited for small cars.  It is recommended that enough parts for normal preventative maintenance be shipped with your household goods.  It is vital to have a current driver’s license, or to renew it before your departure from the U.S. if it is about to expire. 

 No firearms can be shipped into Greece.  This includes rifles, shot guns, pistols, hand guns and automatic weapons.  Contact your personal property office for details on shipping. 

Government quarters are not available; a living quarters allowance is authorized and is sufficient to meet rental and utilities expenses. Limit the amount of household items you plan to ship as there is no storage facility.  Size of rental properties is also smaller than U.S. standards, so it is best to leave big, bulky furniture (e.g., king sized and water beds) in non-temporary storage. 

[image: image2.wmf]You may ship an animal to Greece without a quarantine period.  There are some shots that are required, however, so be sure to check with the veterinarian prior to departure with your animal.  Veterinarian services are available in the local community and an U.S. Army veterinarian may visit during the year. 

Houses and apartments are readily available in the commuting area. The voltage on the economy is 220 (50 cycle) instead of 110 (60 cycle), therefore, most appliances must be used through a transformer.  This works quite well for refrigerators and microwave ovens, but it does not work for clocks as they operate on a different cycle.  It is not advisable to bring a washer and dryer.  Most of the Greek apartments and homes are built with the space for the washer in the bathroom and the doors are very small.  As a result, the American washers will not fit through the door.  Dryers are almost nonexistent on the Greek economy.  Washers, dryers and refrigerators are available through family housing on the base and are available to military and civilian personnel during the duration of their tour.  US televisions can be used with a transformer, however, only with a VCR, as they will not be able to receive Greek television.  Greek television is transmitted in SECAM/PAL and the American TVs are only set up for NTSC.  Multi-system televisions are available for purchase through the Military Exchange System or can usually be purchased locally from other military or civilian members that are leaving the area.  The Greek television transmits EURONEWS and CNN Europe, as well as American movies in English with Greek subtitles.  The Stars and Stripes Newspaper is available with most headlines US news, but usually arrives in country a day late.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES for accompanying family members are generally not available and, if they are, limited at low-grade levels.  There should not be an expectation, therefore, that spouses and other family members will find employment. The small medical clinic is available for occupational and work-related injuries only.  Medical care and attention may be obtained in the local community and financed by the employees’ private insurance company.  Those who need special medical attention and care are not recommended for this overseas assignment.  If you wear glasses or contact lenses, it is recommended that you 

obtain a current exam and/or a second pair of eyeglasses or contacts. A list of clinics and hospitals used by the base is available upon request.

[image: image3.wmf]Dining out is reasonable.  Milk products are generally available in sufficient quantity.  Fresh bread is readily available on the economy, as well as fruits and vegetables.  They are of excellent quality and very reasonable.  The leading meat in Greece is lamb and can be purchased on the economy at reasonable prices.  Pork is also available, however, beef usually is shipped in, thus, is expensive and of lesser quality. Meat and seafood products available through the commissary are frozen. 

Most of the facilities on base are sufficient to meet the needs of the employees, but not what you could expect in the States. A small Navy Exchange/Commissary is available.  As a civilian, you and your dependents are eligible to utilize this facility and it has almost all the things that are necessary.  However, selections and brand names are limited, so if there is a particular brand of an item you prefer, you may wish to bring or ship extra quantities.  It is also useful to bring your favorite mail order catalogs to supplement local purchases. 
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The PAY for all civil service employees is accomplished by Defense Finance Accounting System (DFAS)- Charleston, S.C.  Direct deposit is required.  Transferees are advised to bring their original last “Leave and Earnings Statement” from their present Activity to present to the local Payroll Liaison.  This will assist in an “interim” transfer of leave to this Activity while awaiting official leave transfer records from the losing payroll office.  Employees are responsible for reestablishing pay allotments, if any, e.g., private life insurance, loans, court-ordered and voluntary spousal/child support, etc.  Their elected federal benefits (e.g., FEGLI, FEHB, TSP, retirement system) are automatically carried over to the foreign area.  They may elect or change options of their health plan coverage, however, prior to or upon arrival in the foreign area. 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND MORALE LEAVE (EML) trips are available on DoD owned and operated aircraft to various authorized travel destinations in Europe, as well as to CONUS for the purpose of rest and recreation.  Trips are limited to two times a year, with certain restrictions.

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES abound to the neighboring islands and countries.


 



       SOUDA BAY, CRETE
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Our mission is to provide, operate and maintain facilities and services in support of U.S. and allied forces operating in or transiting through the eastern Mediterranean including ships, aircraft, detachments and personnel.

Souda Bay is located on the island of Crete, 145 miles south of Athens.  Souda Bay is accessible by plane or ferry. The Souda Bay Naval Support Activity is located on the northeastern part of the island near the airport.


There are three airlines that fly into Hania Airport from El Venizelos Airport, Athens--Olympic, Aegean and Cronus airlines. The flight is approximately 50 minutes.  The ferry to Souda Bay leaves from Piraeus (close to Athens) each evening and arrives at Souda Bay the next morning.  The trip takes about 10 hours.  Since there are two airports on the island of Crete, be sure your airline ticket is to Chania (sometimes spelled Xania or Hania) and not to Iraklion.  Iraklion is located about 85 miles away and transportation to Souda Bay would be difficult and expensive. 

There is no DoD approved SCHOOL in Souda Bay.  Dependent children may be home-schooled by use of the Calvert School (grades K-8) and University of Nebraska Lincoln (HS) Correspondence Courses.  A school monitor assists the parents in educating their children. High school aged children (9th through 12th grades) may attend boarding school in London, which is provided by the Defense Dependent Education Activity (DoDEA).  If children board in London, they are eligible to come home during Christmas, spring and summer breaks.  If you have school aged children, please make sure you bring the school transcripts with you, so the children can be enrolled in the home study program or boarding school as soon as they arrive in the area.  An option available is Greek school, but the medium of instruction is in Greek.  No facilities are available for special education.

[image: image6.wmf]There is a Navy Federal Credit Union (NFCU) branch on base; otherwise, there is no banking facility available. The NFCU does not provide check cashing or any money handling services.  You can cash checks and exchange dollars into drachma at the Personnel Support Detachment (PSD).  The Navy Exchange and Morale, Welfare and Recreation  also provide limited check cashing services.

There is a small branch Medical Clinic, but available only for occupational and work-related injuries. The clinic does not have laboratory or radiology facilities on site.  There is no routine dental or inpatient care available at the clinic. Medical care and attention may be obtained in the local community and financed by your private insurance company. For outpatient care in the community, civilian employees will normally be expected to pay cash at the end of the visit and then seek reimbursement through your insurance company.  Medical care is considerably less expensive in Crete than in the US. (Most outpatient consultations cost approximately $10,000 drachmas, or $30.)  Medical evacuation flights for civilian employees and command sponsored dependents are provided by the command, but at costs to you.  If you are on a regimen of prescription medications for long term medical conditions (hypertension, diabetes, etc.) contact the clinic prior to leaving the United States to determine availability in Crete.  Also consider arranging for mail order prescriptions or obtaining several months to a year supply of medications in advance. 

The following pertains to the use (ownership or rental) of a moped/motorcycle:  to own/operate/ rent a moped/motorcycle, a valid state license, valid USAFE license, and successful completion of the Motorcycle Safety Foundation's Motorcycle Rider Course (MRC) or Motorcycle Safety Foundation's Motorcycle Rider Course-riding and Street Skills (mrc-rss) or other training approved by the Naval Safety center is required.  This training is not offered here at Souda Bay.

[image: image7.wmf]The base supports a racquetball court, tennis courts, swimming pool, gymnasium, weight room, club facility, baseball field, soccer field and a bowling alley. 
CRETE
Crete is the largest of the Greek islands located in the middle of the Mediterranean. It is situated at an equal distance from three of the world's five continents. Ancients looked upon the island as the center of the world. It is second in size only to Cyprus in the eastern Mediterranean with a surface area of about 3,200 sq. mi.; 160 mi. long; by 38 mi. at it's widest. 
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Crete is known for it's mild climate, beautiful beaches, extensive history, culture, and friendly people. The island has a base population of about a half million but swells to over three million in the summer as tourists come from all over the world to bask in the sun..



Chania (pronounced Hanya’) is not only the name of the airport, but a town near the base. In Chania, all streets lead to the Market Square at the town center. The market is a maze of shops offering leather goods, knives, clothing and items to tempt the most fastidious shopper. The old quarter of the town (Old Port) is picturesque with restored Venetian palaces, narrow cobbled streets, lively cafes and shops. It's an ideal place for people watchers to enjoy local Greek cuisine, village wine, or play a game of "tavli" (backgammon) with friends.

The climate is usually mild, with sunshine from March until October. Still, the climate in Crete has average seasonal contrasts which are dramatic enough as to require a full compliment of  civilian attire. Due to the abundant spring water in Crete, you will see an abundance of wild flowers flourishing among the citrus and olive groves. Crete is well known for its olive oil, which adds flavor to fresh salads and dishes to die for. 


Behind Chania is the picturesque snow-capped "White Mountains".  At night, the stars are close enough to touch. Everywhere you look there is something to see and catalog as a special memory of a visit to Crete. 
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LARISSA

The U.S. National Support Element (NSE) of the Joint Command South Center (JCSC) is located at Tyrnavos, a small village 10 miles away from Larissa, which is the biggest city in the area.  It is located on the center of the mainland of Greece, 250 miles north of Athens, or 75 miles south of Thessaloniki, the 2nd biggest city in Greece.  Larissa is accessible by car, bus, and train. The most common way to get to Larissa is by flying through Athens to Thessaloniki (a 50-minute flight).  From Thessaloniki, you can take a train, bus or rental car, which takes about two hours. 

This is a brand new NATO base; hence, many facilities and programs are still under construction and development.   DoD school for grades K-8 is operational. Like in Souda Bay, high school children may take correspondence courses or attend the DoD boarding school in London.  As the base grows, so may employment opportunities.  At the moment, however, jobs for spouses are non-existent.
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There are no American Banking Facilities on base; the General Bank of Greece is the only banking facilities on base, where you can cash checks and exchange dollars into drachma.  ATM is also available through the General Bank.
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