Pest Control at the Support Site

Submitted by NSA Housing Department and PWD Pest Control Division

Springtime in Naples brings us beautiful weather, outdoor sporting events, barbecue parties…and bugs?! That’s right. As the weather gets warmer, we can expect to see more of those six-legged pests flying and jumping around. The Public Works Department (PWD) performs pest control services every Tuesday at the support site housing units, helping to control ants, roaches, silverfish and mice around homes. Routine cleaning and trash removal from your home should help to prevent pest infestation. 

Spiders are common during the warmer months, especially out in your balcony. Spiders do not pick up residual pesticides, like other insects, and build their webs away from areas that are sprayed. Because of these characteristics, the best method to get rid of them is for residents to remove their webs through vacuuming or brushing. Since the spider’s web is their main source to catch food, removing the web will eliminate their food source and ultimately the spiders themselves. 

Gnats are also commonly found in homes. PWD pest control has noticed that gnats are crawling up from the drains of bidets and showers that are not being used. As the drain trap dries up, the gnats now have an easy path to crawl up from the sewer into your bathroom and home. To avoid these pests, run water in your bidet and showers regularly to keep the drain traps from drying up.

During their recent pest control service at the support site, the PWD has noted that the population of crane flies is huge at this time of year. Many people have been mistaking these harmless crane flies to be oversized mosquitoes. The crane fly averages between one to two inches in size and has a long slender body, very long legs and patterned wings (similar to a mosquito’s). They do not bite and the only harm they may cause is to the lawn during their larvae stage. During their adult stage, the crane flies are usually found resting in the bushes or on sides of buildings. Keep your doors closed and window screens down if you prefer not to have these insects in your home.

Mosquitoes, on the other hand, do bite and are smaller – ranging in size between ¼ to ½ inch. Though there are many different varieties of mosquitoes, it has been confirmed by the Naples Naval Hospital Preventative Medicine staff that the types found around support site are not the disease carrying types. Mosquitoes are most abundant and active during dusk time. Unfortunately, the farmland that surrounds the support site may have standing water or poorly drained grounds, which serve as an excellent breeding area for these pests. You can help control the mosquito population around your home by removing any standing water on your balcony or around your home (e.g. be sure to completely empty out the water in watering cans or buckets).
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