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November 1* and 2™ are religious holidays: ALL SAINTS
& ALL SOULS DAY.

raditionally speaking, people in Italy celebrate these two

holidays in the same manner, i.e., by visiting the graves of
loved ones and attending church services. Asyou may know,
Italy is noted as being the most homogenous when speaking
aboutreligion. About90% are Roman Catholics.

The population in Gaeta increases slightly during this
timeframe since relatives living far away come to visit friends
and relatives as well as visit family graves. In small towns,
people start going to the cemetery the week before these two
days to “prepare” the tombs - the appearance of the tomb or
family vaults need to look just so. The cemetery caretakers
take care of the digging and undigging graves - the rest is up
to the family. Occasionally, family members will take a small
stool and sit near the tomb and “visit” for hours. Via Garibaldi
(cemetery site) near Flamingo Hotel in Gaeta is always
congested with cars and people ;

during these holidays.
HALLOWEEN was formulatedasa
result of the two above-mentioned |
holidays.

Inrecentyears, people in Italy have f
been looking for ways to celebrate |
Halloween. Andthey have. Today,
this popular American event has
been incorporated in our repertoire

of “let's party!” .
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